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READER. | 


 Chriffian Reader, 


=4 O W infinitely hopghe: are 

they who haveaUod to go 

d49F to! I he Saints have that 

" great Prince * on. their fide, ne 

oy whom Princes reign, They arein 

ſuch a-condition , that nothing can 

makethem miſerable; take away their 

money, their wealare 1sinheaven; | ba- 

niſh them their Countrey, they are Ci- 

tizens of the New- Feraſalem ; aſt theiw 

into bonds, their Conſciences are free; 

kill their bodies, they ſhallriſe agiin.; 
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To the READER, 
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K Cant.8, 6, 


«>,1 » head 


take away their names, they are written 
in thebgokaf life, Thiscallsto mind 
Golden aphoriſm,Iſazab 2, 10. It 
ſhall be well with the righteows. Nay, at 
preſent, itis well with them ; they are 
favourites of theKing of heaven ; the 


' Lordlets them asaſeal upon his heart”; 


he ſympathizeth with them in all their 
fufferings ; W he therage of the enemy 
15:kindled, arenot Gods repentings kin- 
ded coo? Hoſea 14. 8, and white his 
heartivfall of ſympathy, fo long his 


**'"" head will betull of care." Fhis tender 


careof:/God towards his Church-Mili- 
rarit, '8'the'Subje#f of this enſuing 'dit- 
coutle;; Cordials are keptfor fainting. 
Out of this Vial arepoured forth ,not |] 
ebymicat;\ bot tpiritual dropsof con- | 

fplativivth animate us;: God himidlt 1s 
theCharches Life-guard; The Lyon 
of theAribeof Frudab, marcherhin the 
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To the Rx ines 
head of the Saints Army ; This makes 
Feruſalem, terrible as an At with ban- * 
ners, Cant.6.4. Jeſus is our Emmanuel; 
Then, what need we fear though the 
earth tremble upon her pillars ? I ſhall 
not fither expatiate, but commending 
this ſmall piece to the bleſſing of God , 


I remain 


— 


Walbr. Aprilig. Thy Friend andServant 


1662, | 
in the Goſpel, 


Trowas W aroni 
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f Ps SAL. FE $. 
God is in the midſt of ber; ſhe Jhal! 8 20. 


* be moved. --<--.- 


4.3% Olomon faith, A word fly ſpoken, i 
SSJ45 like apples of gold in (Pies wee Lk 


PEW ver, Prov. 25, 18. 

"IO rd Thane ade choice of thine 
pture, ON. may be a word .»p ſeaſons} 
vive the deſponding- hearts; gf Gag oY 

B Eh 
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A Ward of Comfort 
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God is inthe midſt of her, ſhe ſhall not be moved. 
This Ffelm is innivar, a Triumpbal Exulta- 
rion, wherein the Church withjoy-commemo- 
rates formet deliverances,and by faith depends 
on God for tuture mercies. ..- ; 
God 3s our refupe ant ſtrenpIh, ver, 1. ] The 


Saints ir all their dangers have an Aſlam, or 4 


— 


Garrffajito fetreatto, they know where topur 


in for Harbour, the Name of the Lord 3s a, 
flrong Tower, and this is theifRefuge and Fort- ' 


Royal. = I 

 Agarypreſent help |] God is bd meu wivge *, 
an help at a pinch. An Army may be worſt- 
ed ere their Auxiliary Forces come 3 but God 
never comes too late, his help is at hand, his 
Forces are inthe field, he isa preſent; help. An 


help | in trouble. ] The Athiopick renders it, 


in'wvebement trouble. 


God is inthe midſt of ber, fhe ſhall not be moved. 


What is meant by this i aire durix , in the midſt 
oF her ?.\ This looks back tothe former werſe, 
whyre there-is mention made 'of the City of 
Gol, wer. 4. There js a River the ftreams where- 
of fall make glad the City of God; by this City 


of-God, ts mcane Feruſalerr, which 18 called: 
the Cry of Fehowah, Ia, 60. 14+ and the/ 
bi | boly, 


MM 
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| fonabe Chandh of Ogd. 


bal City, I-52. 1. - This C: City of: Jerkſe: _—_ | 
lem 1s put by a Synecdeche, for the Church- of = 
God here upon ny and of this-the Text 
ſpeaks, Ged jsin the midſt of her. 
- The words conſiſt of twogeneral parts. 
| 1. The Churches Eh... : God k is it __ 
T midftof ber. 
2. The Churches fafery,: She ſhall th not be 
woved:; That i, ſoas to be removed.” 
Do&ir. When the Church of 'God' is w 
leagured and environed with Enemics, God i 1s, ,—_ 
inthe midftof. het* ..  Deutr. 22/14. 'For key. ap 
the Lord thy God: walketh i in the mid$t of thy :« o lng 
Camp to. deliver thee.” Jer. 14. 9; Tho; 02 | 
Lord, art in the. midſt of ns. The Church '«f deve elſe fire. 
God hath'not only: enemics without her, to6 Glab. cxcy, 
conflict with, but within-ber, (uch as are Hy> 
pocrites and Apoſtates he complains that 
ber own ſons ized ber. Cant 1. 6: That'is,, 
thoſe who had been bred up in her boſons, ant 
pretended. Religion 'ibeſe falſe Friends veel 
hers the Dberies Enemies afc- of ber owt 2 
houſe : But be they-what chey will; Fortam-6r _ 
Inteſtine, -rhe. Church; hath Of x & that wi : 
take her part ; when-the is moſt faulted, The! 
«molt ai Cs of ber" _ 
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| Anſw. 


| *® Dew eff in 
vec rrpietive, 


But what Prerogative is this tohave'God in 
the midſt of his Church 2 where is 'he not ? 
he is an immenſe, infinite. being, and his cir- 
cumference is everywhere. Pſal. 139. 7, 9, 
Whither ſhall Iflie from thy preſence 2 If I take 
tbe wings of the morning,and dwell inthe uttermoſt 


parts of the$ea,ewen there ſhall thy band lead we. 


What priviledge js it to have God inthe midſt 
of his Church, ſeeing heis in the midſt of his 
enenes t00 ? * 
' There isa twofold prefence of God:: 
1. There is his naiverſal preſence, whereby 


heis.inall places* . Fer. a3. 22. Donot | 


fill beaven and earth, faith the Lord ? This is no > - 


priviledge atall; tor this univerſal prelenceis 
with the damned, they have the preſence of 
his power and juſtice, 

2. There is @ peculiar preſence of God, 
and this is confined to his people. - This pre- 
ſenceof God 1s either, 1. In beawven, which is 
.nothing elſe but his glorious preſence. Pſal, 
M1. 4+ The Lords Throxe. is in beaven. Or, 

2. On earth,” and thaviseither; i 2 

1. His favourgble preſence, whereby: he 
manifeſts the pledges df his grace andgopdneſ 
towards his eaple'; and ſo he is preſentinithe 


WP 4 T 
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Aſſemblies 


— 


for the Church of God. 
Aſſemblies of bis Saints, breathing forth- the 
ſweet perfume of his Spirit. Exod. 20. 24. 
In all places where I record my Name, I-will come 
unto thee,and I will bleſs thee. This is that pre- | 
ſeace the Saints deſire in the Ordinances,Gods 
quickning, ſanCifying, comforting preſence ;_ 
the ſmiles of his face, the kiſles of his lips ; no- 
| thing | 15 fodelightful, as to boldthe King inthe : 

' Galleries *, and -have:the Banner. of 'bis how Cur? 5 F. 

ſweetly diſplay'd, Cant. 2. 4. 

Or,..z, His providential preſence, wherein 

the Lord appears admirably tor his) people in 

| his providential atitgs, ſhewing himlplf to 
* 


. bea wonder-working God ; and this is chicfly 
meant in the Text, Gods in the midſt af” ber, to 
defend, to deliver, to bleſs: Thus he was with 
his people Iſrael by the pillar of fire; and: a 
cloud 3 and thus will he be preſent with his 
Church to the end of the'World. /: -;, -* 

The Reaſons why Godis inthe midſt-of his 
Church to defend and bleſs it, are, - - ii; 

1. The dear. intereſt he hathi in it. \The? Reaſon, /| 
people of Godare called Mak bi wowen;, 4 
caliar people, 1.Pct.. 2. g. The Cora” . 

* Common, and1s as ſo much waſte groynds: but 


the FHpreh! is Gods Cat and; Encloluge; | 
( therefore. 


6 A Ward of Comfort- wF 


rhereforc hewill hedge ic in-with prore&ide: 
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fore me. The Saintsare Gods Jewels, Mal. 2. 
ry, Therefore he will not let them belolſt» 
For their ſins he may ſometitnes lay thee 
Jewels to pawn, as he did, when Iſrael was in 
Babylon, but he will recover the pawn. -The 


mySiical body, the leaſt bone whereof he-will 
as ſurely preſerve, as he did every bone. of his 
natural body ,. Fobn 49.36, A bone of- it 
ſhall not be broken. 235 FD, 247 
11. Reaſon, *«, Godis in the midſt of his Charch, be- 
| cauſe of the intire love which he bears to it: 
P ſat. 132.13, 14, 15. TheLordbbath choſen Sis 
bon, he bath defered it for his babitation, this is my 
re$t for ever, bere will 1dwell, for I have deſered 
it. God loves his people with the choiceſt of 

-: his love, they have che ſpirits/of hiz lovediſtil- 
ted ; and to ſhewthns, he calls them by thoſe 
ra Titles which denote love; the apple of biz eye, 
+ 59;  Deutr. 32-10. The dearly beloved of his ſoul, 
=. * Jer. I'Tc'Fo - His Treaſnre; 'Plat, 135; 4. His 
Turtle:dove, 94. His Sponſe, Cant. 
6.5. His Orchard of Pomgranates, Cant. 4.13. 
Fl glory Ia; 46-ult;” Godloves the Wonka 
JIOLT <- 4 | with 


| 
: 


(anti8.1:. My Uineyard which is mine is be- 


XkBem. Church is ama cum (Chriſto Caro * ; Chriſt 


for-the Chuireb of God. 


with. a'more: colinon love, his Church bath 
the creat pf-higJove-: . 'Tis one love where. ! 
with a tvan Toves bis Bird and 2nother where-. | 
with be loves his Child 3 and God caringr but: | | 
love his p-ople, becauſe he tees his own image. | 
ſhining uf them *; They” are adorned. wi 
the graces of. his Spirit, as a chain of pearle: : 
And as they have the beauty of inherent holi- 
neſs, ſo they have anintereſt in the unſpotted-. 
holine(s of -Chriſt. Gods love to hisChurcl 
1s vehement, like the Coals of aniper, of the; 
Sun-beams Tontracted ur a burning - Glaſs, 
which are more intenſe and ardent ; \and. ben 
cauſe he loves Sion, therefare he is ih the _ 
of it, to detend ahd bleſs it. Zeph. 3 | 
The Lord thy God in the midſt of thee is bay, oi y; 
be will ſave, be will rejnyee over thee,. he null wake 
int bjs lowe.- > by 
God will be in the midſt of his _ Reaſon. . 
becauſe they arcengaged in h's quarrel. 

15: 25.. Know that for thy ſake Thave lfiord 
rebuke ! All the oppoſitions the godly mect 
with, are for ftznding up in the defence of: 
Truth; if they ;would deſiſt from Religian,: 
and tlirow off Chriſts colours, they; would} 
have none to oppole them ;- but becauſe” they : 
c{poulc: 


mar fundie | 
n units" © 


4 Word of Co Comfort | 


Queſt. 
Anſw. 
I, 


eſpouſe Chriſts quarrel, and bght under. the 
Banner of his Goſpel, therefore Gebal and. 
Ammon; and all theepowers of Hell unite and 
muſter.their Forces againſt them, The Princes 
ot Perſza had no other Article - Daniel, 
but the Law of his God, 'Dan. 6 Il Now be. 
cauſe the Church of God appears in his Cauſe, 
and loſeth blood in hisquarrel, therefore God 
15 in the midft of ber, he counts himſelf con- 
cern'd in point of honour co ſtand by his 

ople. 

But wherein doth it appear that GH 3 js in the 
midſt of his Church ? 

Anſw. It appears, 

1+ By his ſtrange preſerving and delverin 
his Church. 

. 1. By anthought of 'means; when Iſrael 
were hem'd in, the red S&a before, Pharaob 
and his Hoſt purſuing behind, God preſerves 
them by unthought of means, they never 
thought of the parting of the waters; Who 
would have imagined that God ſhould have 
made a Cawlcy in the Sea © So when fleſh 
failed in the Wildernel;, the people of Iſrael 
could not:deviſe how God ſhould ſpread chem. 
a Table there; there was no plowing or ſow- 


ng 
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fir the Church of God. 


ing, ' nothing to' be feen but' wild Beaſts and 
Serpents 3 the Lord made the Heavens a Gra« 
nary, and rained down bread upon them here 
he was W wire, in the midit of his cople. ; 
2. By contemptible means Tie blowing of 
Trumpets, and blazing of Lamps, made the 
walls of Hiericho fall down, Judg. 7. 20. Je- 
remy was drawn out of the Dungeon by rot- 
ten rags, Jer. 37. 11. God often faves his 
Church by deſpicable inſtruments, he makes 
uſe of rotten rage. God: raiſed ap Lutbar in 
Germany againſt the Pope, the Enemy looked 
upon him with a contemprtible eye , one of 
them ſaid, He was fitter fo pray in « Clyyfter, thax 
to do. any great Exploits abroad : But God' made 
him a rare Inſtrument in his Church, he did fo 
ſhake the Popes Chair, that never to this day 
hath he ſat fate in it,'\! gh aoiannes 
3. By contrary means : That'tlie Rock 
ſhould beſet abrozch, that Foxab ſhouldbe fa- 
ved, by being {wallowed up; God made this 
Fiſh a Ship in which he failed fafe to ſhote:. 
That the Raven; whois ſo unnatiiral, the will 
hardly feed her young, ſhould bring meat to 
the Prophet)Et;ab,:.this ſhews God'is in the 
widſt of' bis people: How Fr is it ſeen bg 
4+: 0 
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me bytheighapd,, | -:;- 

be willmahe his Rnewics friend; 

Exod 12; 36. The children 
of Teael orrowed of the Egyptians jewels of fil 

T ga Jewel: of gald,and the Lord gdwt his pro: 
qp%rinHuexcref the Egypriens. God can 

. make wolvss tp (uchle his lambs.; Or, 


.. 2. He will work diviſions among his Enc- | 


mics, aad turn their own, weapons againift 
emlalves....2 Chron..20. 24z< The children.of 
Jug fellupen the Inhabitants of Mount Seir, 
8a after that,ever y onehelped to-deftray another; 
Fhus God makes the;Seay\ of the Serpent, 'a 
means to break the Serpents head: We read 
in Eccleſiiſtical Hiſtory, ,in the; time of the 
good Emperour Theodofins, when the Perſe 
ang ;did:ſhqot their arcows againſt the Chrilſti- 
ans, by a ſudden and yiolene wind their arrows 
were! civgn back, and «6d flie gn. their own 
bees, 63 312 bg'tsl 298 daid'y ar gi s 
Jv BF a that Gold is(in-elit midſt of 
his Chuich by his ſeaſonable. ing for his 
gople. .. When che; Church a ron beert 
Ego gle gy noting in view bat'deſpe- 


ration 3. 


FF 
: : 


n_ of. a contrary. wind ; the Ence-+: 
f his. Chucch ſhall do his work, he wil 
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raRod, ir plowenkhebhern pony aRd}xlichs 
hopes gone, chen God hats ſtep infor! theio 
rehief; aridigiven«the Victory -0n the*Charches 
fide, "Deny 23436: The yo ary repent himma 
ſelf for his ſervants, when be ſeethyhat their pow 
er "gone, and there is po. 9 uþ and left; 
When Peter wasfinkmg; tbe Ohrift pur forely 
his hand,and cook/himintothel Ship: Whew 
che Church of Got] hath been'' iarey wallenw'$ 
&».incudem,like! aac onthe Altar; poing To 
be facrificed/rotherape/and fury of mienyrhew 
hach-the Providence -of Godo{tep'd th 'az7the 
 Angel,and faid, Lay not thy Cody upon the chald;) 
| Godmiay keprhe Enemy nibble at the heel of: 

his Church buc'{ti be defends thehead; whem 
malice is boil'd up'ts revenge, and the defigns | 
of men carry 'deſtruciegin the Front,nowap« 
pears the 'Chorehes m6tning ſtavof deliwvew - 
rance. - This:ſhews:God'rs tvthe midtiof 234 
on, becauſe when chimps have ſectnediroibe ind | | 
che forlora hope, and; all-givenfor loft, now: 
God hath come-vidingimthe Uhartors of: <2 
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{& 1.- Here is good news: FrReN Church d 


Ie CTY = 


| 
ee ee ee EE A A ee _ 


FW WE 


— 


\ 4 Word of \Comfart 


* 


2 Phab 33, 18, 


- 


2 Branch, 


to their-expeQation, God is in the niidft of Zis 
on... He hath a ſpeciat ſuper-intendency over 
the Affairs, of his Charch ;:/God: hath more 
care'of his Church than we can. We read in 
Ezekjels Viſion, of a wheel within' @ whel, 
Ezck, t. 36, Gods Decree is the inner wheel 
tat tures all rhe -ourward wheels of Provis 
dence.; the Church never wants Enemies to 
aflault, and make intodes upon her, but God is 
in the midſt of ber.” Here is a River of conſo- 
lation, whoſe chryſial ſtreams mayirefre(h the! 
City of God:: Gods eye is upon his people for. 
good ; The eye of the Lord 33 npon them that 


fear. bim* ; and it is awatchful eye \ fot he 


neither :Nlambers nor ſleeps, Plals:42 1. 4+ But 
what priviledye is this that Gods eye is upon- 
his people, his eye is upon the wicked too ? I 
anfwere, Gods eye Which js npon Zion, 1s 
not only an eye of infpeJion, but an cye of. 
benediflion : Zion bath not only bis eye, but 
his heart. Pſal.5.12. For thou Lord wilt bleſs 
the righteans, with favonr wilt thex 00Nn1Ps fs bim, 
& with a ſbield. 

2. 'If God be in the midſt of Zion, then 
ſee the Churches beauty apd ſtrength, 


55 ju the piidfh of 
ber 


"MW 


for. the Church: of God. 


hs this is her glory and beauty. O quam cane 
di-rubre Eccleſia, & eximio þrelucens fulgore ! 
Zac. 2.5 In will be the glory in the midſt of her. 

T his is the beſt Jewel of the Churches Crown 
asthe Diamond to the Ring, as the Sun to the 
World,, which doth, beſpangle it with its 
beams, loi is Gods —_—_ to his Church, The 
Ark, which was the emblem and.ſign of - Gods 
preſerce, was ſtiled , the glory of }ſraeh. Why 

is the Church, called a Koyal Diadem., and g 
Crown of beauty, 1a. 62.3. but becauſe God 
caſts bis reſplendent luſtre upon her ? 1 will be 
the glory in the midſt of her. 

- 2+ Sec here. the Churches firength. Gods : 
in the midſt of ber ;; he is with. his Church "= 
not only ta bebald her , but »phold her.* The, 

Church of Godis like a Caſtle walled in withan,s © my 
rocks, Iſa. 33: 16, his place of defence ſhall be Peg wn.” | 
the munitions of rocks. But a man may LGarve, fo mary 
upon a rock., therefore it follows, bread ſhall Auto wi 
he given biz, bis. waters ſhall be fore If God -mong | 
be in the midft of Sibax , he. will be hoth de-. * 
fenſive and: offenfive, Heis both a Shield and. 

a Sword, Dent 33; 29. Happy ug thols O If+ 
>> js whe js like unto thee, O 9% ople. af 

99 


aol yh Lord, the fheld of rl 
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who i the food of” thy + excelinty] God is'x\ 

| (golden ſhield tor his'people-,'and a\ flaming” 

by /1word ro his cttettties *Zzeb. L'gr For I *ſaith- 

the Lord will be with ber s #wAU of fire round 

about. A wall, That is'defenfive ; a wall of 

fire that is offenſive , Iſa. 27. 2. In that day 

ſing ye umo her a Vizeyard, of red wine, I the 

Lord do keep it, 1 will water it Teſt any butt 

it, I will "A it night and day. They that 

|} to overthrow the Church muſt do itin' 

13 juch a time when it is neither night” nor-day,' 

| for God hath promiſed to keep it, mobt andl 
day. 

3. Branch, f. Sec hence how vairr are all the attempts 

| Fi combinations of wicked men apainſt rhe 

| +> 7- Charchrof God. © God # inthe midſt of 'ber. 

--: When welook upon things with an hathane' 

| | - - -, ». Eye, Wemay wonder theChurch ofGad is not 

| ove(yoppet: thar'rht Sta thoald"be higher 

SS Ne Gre Jer not diown'it, is ſtrange; 

. .-S0, that che power and force” which keemes co- 

be fo much above fie C Churth fouls not byer< 

flow ir," rot #litthe robe' 'wondredat,! bur 

God odis in the midſt of ber, therefore (hetisims 

| _—_ wp ablezmi nanuff firſt EY before 

Sg Fei oveſfome the Chiirel? How fim® 


m«; 
A. Me. 


ple 


£ 


for ie Cn God, 


plei is the wildom of man when it ſets it ſe S+. 
gainſt God / What do men do when they 


wage War againſt che Church ? they ; 


impoſT] ibilities, Godivin the midſt of ber. Wha 


au finite diſproportion i is there between the 
Enemies and God? as much as between finite 
and infinite. Wil weak man go to meaſurg 


' arms with God *? How caſily can God check , 
the pride, and break the power, and infatuate; *y ET IKSglasy 


the councels of the wicked ? He can deſtr 

his enemies with the turning of an band, Plal, 
81. 14. , with a word, Plat.z. 5. wirha breath, 
Ia. 30. 28, with a hook, Exod, 14. 24. It 
needs colt God no more to deſtroy all his Ad; 
verſaries, than acaſt of the eye: Fox men to 
contend. with the great God, is as if a child 
ſhould goto fight with a Giant, or Archangel; 
or as if the Thorns ſhould ſer heals 10 
battel array againſt the fire * 
and filly are all attempts againſt the Church / 
FIINPA om God wiz the wid of ber. Zac. 
12-3. . In. that day I will make eruſalen a bur- 
denſom fone ta-a[l people. The Enemics are 
heaving at the.Church to remove it, but it is 


a burdenſom ſtops. that will fall upon them,and -* 


grigd them in pieces, Zac.12,6, I, will male" 
the. 


x29 yall | 


: Oh how: Yah * IG 27.4. 


of 
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16 A Word of Comfort © 

the Governours of Judah like a Torch of fire in a 
ſheaf. The grand oppoſers of Zion ſhall be as 
combuſtible matter, and the Churchas aTorch 

'F of fireto burn them up. ' | | 
| 4. Branch, 4: If Godbein the midft of Zion, then 
| it follows that all Providences towards the 
Church ſball be for the beſt. There is nothing 
- ſtirs in the World; but ſhall carry on Gods de- 
figns; as thecroſs wheels.in a Watch carry on 
themotion of it, and ſerve to make the Ala- 
rum ſtrike. That which the wicked in- 
| tend for the deſtruction , ſhall turn to. the dee 
liverance of the Church : As Luthar wrote 
to the EleGor of Saxony, Let Tour- Highneſs 
know thatghe Affairs of the Church are far other: 
wiſe orderedin beaven, than bythe Emperour and 
States at Norimberg. While the Adverſaries go 
about to ruine the. Church, they- ſhall only 
- " repair it. God is iu themidſt of his people, 
therefore the molt violent ftorms- of perfecu- 
tion,are but as the beating of the wind againſt 
the Sails; which makes the Shipgo' faſter, arid 

' brings it'the ſooner to its deſired Haven, 
Uſe 2, Uſe 2. Let us labour, that as God is in 
Exhort, the midſt of bis Church; ſohe may be” inthe 
I, Branch; ſt of our hearts,** *Tis little comfort'to 
| os : hear 


hearthatGod is in the midſt of hisChureh;un- | 
leſs we find him in the midſt of our hearts : As 
he, whe when he was drowning, ſaw a Rain-' 
bow. Whatam Ithe better, ſarth be , that 
the World ſhall not be drowned , if 1 
drown ?: + So what are we the berter that 
God isin the midſt of his Church by his pro- 
&idemial\ preſence, if: he benot in the midſt of 
our hearts by his ſanFifying preſence. It ſhould 
be- our care not only to have Chriſt: wich us,: 
but' ſy -us. *| Cof; n. 27: Chiift-in you the bope 
of glory. This will bea Cordial when we are” | 
dying ;- what though death be in our body, if | 
Chriſt be in our: keart ?: This ſhould be our: 
wiſdom and ambition, nor-oaly to have the 
preſence of God with us, but the Spirit "off 
God inns. Gol. 4.6. God bath ſent forth the 
Spirit of bis Sox into your bearts. © 

2. If God bein the midſt of his Cs -- ws 1 
uphold and preſerve it , then let not God; TY 

cople give way todiſtraft-and defpondency , 

Fe them-not fearthe Enemies of the Church: 
= 146. 1,2. God 3s rafts rt e and ſirength, 

refore will nat we fear,thowgb the earth be re- 
moved,'and the mountains p-ofy intorbe midſt of 
the Sea. - If we ſhould be its new ſtraits-and 
D exigencies, 


=: 
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F, Aniicolt. 


| exigencies, let us not {ay p_ ſhall be undone, 


God will ſet al] his Attributes-on work far his 
people... His; wildom, ſhall.be to: guidechem,} 
bis powes,to.defend them, hid holineſs'fo (any! 
cific thera his mercy to fave them. | To fear : 
the! creature, is to: undervalue Gods. When, 

go OVErheard his Sotildiers aying; How: 
nw enemics wete,| bs ſteps in haltenly 
with.thete words, And bow vrany do you. reckon 
we for 7 This wosd, Ged 54.625 the nodſh of \ bex,, 
thould, bgat down unbelicf; and! put rodfight! 
a whole Ar my of tears that'are apt to ariſe in 
the heart. It is high ingratitude either. to, 
murmur or diſtruſt; after to many fignalmet+ 
cies aydprelervations as we have received. But: 
becauſe the hearts of Gods own people are 
ready to be over-powered with-a ſpiritaf fear, 


6 I ſhall therefore preſcribe thele five antidote 
- againſt fear. | 1 


1, God will have a Church upon carth, 

Mat. 16. 18. The gates of bell. ſball wot prevail 
againſt it Neither the Serpents ſubtilty,nor 
the Dragons fiercencſs ſhall overturn 'the 
Church. The Ship in the Goſpel was tol- 
{ed, becanſefin was in it , but not overwhelm 
td becauſe Chriſt wasin it, Beof jrolerg 
ort,. 
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fore,” Chriſt's iriche Ship.*. Exod: 3.2." The. 5.cv (was 
Angel of the Lord appeared in a flame of fite je nb ' 


"owt of the midſt of a buſh, and the" buſh bury 1% in cov arcs 
ed, ard Was not conſumed, An embleme of ton 4 
the Church Milican, this buſh burns, but is [ing 1efe.” 
notconſumed., fot God is ix the midft of ey. COnuY 
Ectlefe poteſt opprimti non ſupprimi';' The 
Church of God may be opprefled ; not ſup« 
preſſed: . Cain put the knife to Abel: throzt, . 
andeyec fince the Churches. veins bave bled, | 
but ſhe is/not fo weak, biit the can ſtand up: | 
on her legs. : The Church Univerſal isnot ex» \ 
tinguiſhed. ER *, 
.-:/N6rbur that the Church of God may ſas corim. 

ferin ſeveral parts of it. .' For, asbyvirtuenk ; +1 247 * 
the Covenant made with Noab,the whole earth — 
(hall never beoverflown with a deluge ,- yet 
there m3y; and hath been ſuch 'inumdarions 
lince; that ſeveralparts of the earthihave/beea iq wet = 

Bivdllowed up with water :© $6 the/Chureh © 3 
Hbiverfal rannot be! excindt, yet irqmay; ſuffer 

1d incyatts and branthes of-it, as the {even 

Aſsan' Cliurches had their golden Candkeſticks 

DD 

- 1.24 The ering | ' Paet1 alar 2. Antidote. | 

is for their good, Jer. 24.5%; Thawiltharure - 

© oY ; D 
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carried away captive of Tudab, I have ſeit in» 
to the Land of the Caldeans. for their good. 
God makes uſe of the wicked forthe good of 
his Church. : He ſon.ctimes{ufershispcople 
tobe caſt out'in the open field , and'lers the 
- wicked pour waters of :Miionupon chem, 
but beas all (this while -Jaying'ls' pedpleth 
whitcning,+ Dan. 12. 10; Miny ſhall be tried, 
admit white; the wicked are tiail> to threfh 
off the hucks of his people, filesto brigtiren 
their graces, Jeeches toſuck out them noxib 
ous blood; - Tully ''makes mention of one 
Pherexs, whom his enemy running at with a 


»«: -* Sword, accidentally. opened his impoſtume, 
+74 54. ,, and fo cuted him *, - The enemies: of the 


Church, only curc the impoſtume of pride z 
Iſa; 31s 9+ Gods fire 35 in Zion, This Fi:e 
1s not conſurivg;. but refining. The Churchis 


» Pow Þ:; Gods Houle * , the encmics' think to break 
| $e&d< Avg own the Walls of this Houle, but they ſhall 


only purge the floor.. They think to cruafie, 
they ſhall only clarihe Gods Church jandeake 
it'off from its ilſome lees, | Thus God tuing 
- allthe ſufferings of his people to their googk 
- He ſtercheth che ſtrings of his VoiaLto make 
Fl J4 vel af 


the malſick better. - 


3. The | 


' 3. The more Gods (hucch i oppoſed, the, 1,4... 
more it ;encreaſerh, . It, receives its augmen- 
ration,.: by its diminytion; ;Ex2d. 3:24; ;The 
more they affiied them, 1he more. they, mwlid- 
plied. - Wunels the ten Perſecutions ig, che 
tie of Nero, Diecleſean, Trajap, &e, e! "Z201873v 
Sangaine funda'a.,eft: tccleſta. ſougnine tne; 
oft: : wi vie Bach] TEE MB 
- Sanguine ſhowres have alwayes! made the 
Church growghe more:! Themorethe Tarch 
«beaten the more. jt flames *,|  Julfby there, ' ile 
ſore did forbear to periecute the C riſtians,not ane 
out of pity, but enyy, becauſe.they grew. fo Ci/P. 
faſt *, Religion is that Phegix whichgpach, al; * G4 » 
wayes | revived .and flouriſhed; inthe aſhes of 
holy men. The Church :of God; is, 2 Palme 
tree: with this moxto-+*«- Percuſſe reſurgo»-—-: - 
The magg weight is Jaid upgnir, the higher ie 
riſeth, Eccleſrs dupe prewitur floret , dn, ca» 
ditur wivit *, inn od ag lte dts ORs 5 
_ When: the Chucch gf, Gcd EB loweſt, 4- 4ntidue, 
Werey.is veareſt;.c.; The ſorer) the. pangs, the | 
nearertheddiveranee. ' I, 33-9» 08 The 


earth mourns. , Lebagon.3s aſbepted, , Sbaron.y 
kike a Wilderneſs , mop ,:will | riſe, 


wp 


Lord, n:w will I be exalted, now n 
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Wf Wortbaf Confrr 
np wy- ſelf If you gd to the Thuwer Ind ob- 
ſerve the ebbing of the water, © when the ebb 
var the dwelt, in high tyde is ready! to come 
in + $owhen the ChutolvfiGoEſeemb'tobs 
ata dead low water, -the fprinp-tyde' of defis 
verance is neareſt} + When Diecteſian raged} 

| aid ehingosſtem'd deſperate; yea afrer 
* Calviſius in he olden time of Conſtantins”. "Tis uſuaſſy 

P_ 7 little before morning.” > © 

«quid, 25.) Thovylithe Chirth of 'God way ſeen) 
w”, * orgies alot. be ine wan; yet whenthe 
_ lofeth grotind iti 6nephace; the gams in ano- 
| - - ther; as Whert the fire i$ quenched at one end 
m1 of the Wal; j6"breaks? our” ax the other; 
| Oras'the'8un when it eaves our Hemil; phere; 
goes to®' the' Antipodes'- Ar Rome there 
were*twoLawrel Trees; when one withere&, 
the dther Roatiſhed + - Atv embleaguor” chi 
Chitreh Militanc when Keſeems'towither- in 
* * oneplace, it ſhall revive and flouriſlj in th» 
ww. » ehe#7” All this tay -eomfort us vbhttcrging 
he ChurchvP God; whll may)beas Phyſicls 
to\kiffthe: worth of Unbeliefand eas rf ' ©ur 


es am tt. 
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heirts,' © God'5s in 1b# mithſt mn, weed ; There. 
fore WH uot" we 7 ph Wed 10bv aortþ bonne. 
ook 5 of wet wr had 
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"EE Gathew the midit of bieChurch, es 
us.do.twothiogs. 

1; Let us take hegd of driving Gad-ſram i 
6s... 'There ace waycswherchy we may! drive 
God from the Nation. As 'whers Bees are-in 
the. Hive , and bring their honey ,; you may 
drive thenxont-with-lmoak. Sofin tea fmoak 
that will drive God out from a people, av 
65..3,5- 4 people that provoketh : me 30 an- 
ger”. theſe are a ſmyoah in wy noſe. In parti+ 
cufar; there are Nine fins which drive\Gogd.out Fa 
of aLand, and wheahe harcatanid pace _— 
ment m2 rcherb i In. 

'1.: Idolatry. . -'2 King, 1342; a8; vFontheg 
Gro Idols , 5 the, Lond bad ſaid witt 
them, Te Pall not do this thing , thertfore the 
Lord was wery angry with hjrael , and rev 

wed then ont of (bis feght. Idolatry s 8.60 

which breaksthe Marriage-knot., and makes -- © -{ + 
the Lord diſclaim his intereſt in. a people; N 
Exod. 32.7. Thy people bawe corrupted theys 
ſelves... - Before, " Godcalled Iſrael: 1H: Þ$ 
P.EO PL E, but when once they had'de6l/d 
themlclves with Idolatry,then Gad oj. 
them; be doch not lay. to Moſer, MT. J 
bue THY. yeour, asf ra os 
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, ded them; and cut'off: the entail of mercy. 
Take heed of Idolatry ; yea,and of Superſtiri- 
on:to0-,--whicly is'a Bridge-leadingover to it. 
Super ſtition'is an internixing our fancies arid 
inventions with divinc inſt.tutions; tis an af 
ſront offered to God, as if he were not wiſe 
enough to. appoint..the! manner. of his owrv 
worſhip. 2G 21) SVOib lite B01 
2. Rapine ard Oppreſſion.. Jer. 12..7,. 85 
* _ Ihave forſaken my. houſe, my heruage 1640 
*uxci wexitus ine "a8 a ſpeched bird, Or as a bird of prey*: 
age -<n When Gods Dove becomes a Vulture, and is 
iveles7. JW: ven to ravening and cruelty, ſtaining her. 
feathers with blood ,: 'God will then break up 
Houſe;andbe gone... | 
© 3, Uncleanneſs Hoſ. 7. 4, They. are all 
Atulierers, as an Oven beated by the : Baker. 
| They who ſhould have, been Temples of the 
* whe e jen Flgly' Ghoſt, are hot Ovens burning inluſt*. -:- 
fore [npanar, _ | | ; 

; Verf. 12+ i1 will ſpread my net upon them. 
Fhat-is , "will ſpread the net of my judge- 
ments-overthemand they ſhallþe tiken.in the 
Net © fo 24 net G 3.7 
; 4 Covctouſneſs, Jer 6. 12. 1 will fretch 
ont my hand upon the inhabitants of the Land, 
for from the -lea$t of them , even to-1be my 
bs - af 


© mu, 
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eſt, every one. is given:to Covetouſneſs,, When 
mer ſmell rank of the carth,- when they love 
the Exchange better than the, Temple, and;are 
more for the earthly Mammon , thag the 
heavenly Manna, God will take his leave;and 
be, gone.. | God is a Spirit , be can no more 
conycrſewith:an carthly people, than a Prince 
can converſe with a Swine, | | 

5. . Apoſtacy: : Jer.6.28. They are allgrie* 
w0#us revolters,, Reprobate ſilver ſhall one-call 
them, bicauſe the;Lord hath rejefedthem. This 
made God remove his golden - Candleſtick 
from the Church of Epheſ#s , becauſe ſhe had 
left her firſt-Love,Rev. 2. 4. Andif apoſtacy 
will make: God. depart froma people, . then 
how can we expe& he ſhould ſtay long with 
us 2 Where is that zeal for God, and love to 
truth, as formerly? - We: live in the fall of 
the leaf; There , are many who courted* the 
Queen of Religion when ſhe hada Jewel hung® 
at ber ear, but. when ſhe 1s in her night-greſs, 
and her Jewels of preterment. are-pull'd off, 
now they deſert her. Lots wite' was turned 
into a pillar of ſalt, - for looking back. IF all 
who laok back ,- ſhould. have this judgement 
inflited.on them, we. ſhould bagdly go.in the 
T E ecets 
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ſreets for meeting pillars of ſalt. Merchants 
tell us of divers Ships caſt away at Sea; I be- 
lieve there have been of late more ſhipwracks 
at Land, than at Sea, 1 mean , ſuch, as have 
made ſhipwrack of faith and a good conſcience. 
The golden head is degenerated into Iron, a 
more fxculent and impure mettal---.. Deſinit 
in piſcem mulier formoſa ſuperne.---= 
6, Wearinel(s of Gody Ordinances ; Amos 
8. 5. When will the New Moon be poxe, and 
the Sabbath # Verl. 11. Behold, abe dayes 
come, ſaith the Lord, that I will ſend a fas 
mine inthe Land, not a famine of bread, nor a 
thirft for water , but of hearing the Wordof the 
Lord. God hath fed this Nation with the +: 
weſt of the wheat, even the bread of hice , we 
have had the Cream of Ordinances, God hath 
come down to-us 1n a-golden (hower of bleſ: 
fings, the'Vintage of other Nations, hathno 
Þecen ſo good as the gleanings of Exgland, 
have not we ſaid, What a wearineſtis it? Ma 
x. 13- Is not our fin Sermon-ſurfeiting ?) 
though we have liked the drefling, we have! 
loathed the food ; we have ſaid , Whois this| 
Moſes ? and what is this Manna ? and may not | 
we fear God is now coming to puniſh us for 
this 


. for the Church of 'Ond. | * 


this fin * When wehave loſF our ftomacks ," 
God may cane the” tloth ro be taken away; 
and would not chitbe diſmal'? Mow fad is it * 
for any Nation, when theit Seers are' blind ?- 
In what a condition is that people, who have 
husks given them inftead of Manna, and Mu- 
ſick inſtead of food ! Wearineſs of the Goe 
ſpe}, forfeits the Goſpel. If God fees that 
SanCtnary-bleſſings bear but a low price, he 
wilt remove the Market. ia . | 
7. Peyjary. Fer. 1f.10. The houſe of If 
ral, and Sr Fudah have raul c 
Covenant ; therefore thus ſaith the Lord, Be+ 
bold, I wifl bring evil upon them, which: they 
ſhatl not be able to eſcape , and though” they fbalt 
cry unto me , I will not bearken "unto them .” aiggim.- 
When a people play faftand loofe witty God, ,. fees 
breaking thew Soleimn Vows gnd Obligarion®yVar iguax, 
whether Sacramental or other, this is a God/C#2/of- 
proveking ſin, it will make the Lord goaway 
from a Nation,. and though they' cry' after 
him, he wilt turn a deaf ear. - 'God: wilt 
pafs' by infrmity , birhe will-punifh” Treach- 
ery. "ES; 
+. Hatred of: Reformation. © When God 
calls 6 a people by hiz Word, Spiric ,' Judge? 
LANE E 2 ments, 
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ments ,- but they regard him not, he will pack 
up-and be gone. ' Fer 7.13. I ſpoke unto you 
riſing up: early , - but you heard not , therefore 
will 1' do to this houſe which 5 called by my 
Name, as. 1 did to Shilo. Why, what did 
God to Shilo ? There the Prieſts were ſlain , 
the-Ark was carried away captive, all the ſigns 
of Gods preſence were removed, the Viſton 
ccaſed , and we never read that the Ark re- 
turned to Shilo any more. Hath not God cal - 
Icedro us to bean holy reforme(| people, but 
are thcre notthoſe found among us, who hate 
Holineſs, and cry down Reformation? Oh 
take heedthat God doth not do to us, as he 
did to Shilo, unpeople us, uncharch us, and 
ſend a flying roll of curſes againſt us. 

9. lncivilities oftered tothem who labour 
inthe Word and Doctrine. God will avenge 
the wrongs done to his Embaſſadors. 2 Chron. 
36. 16, 17. The Lord God of their fathers ſent 
to them -by bjs Meſſengers, riſing up betimes , 
and ſending , year's he had compaſſion on bis 
people,, and on his dwelling place ; but they macke 
edthe Meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his words, 
and miſuſed bis Prophets , until th: wrath of the 
Lord aroſe againſt thjs people , till there was no 

| remedy, 
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remedy. Let us take heed of theſe fins, which 
will cauſe God to depart from the Na- 
LlONs - M 

2, If Godbein the midſt of his Church , 
let us do what we canto keep Gad among us. 
Iſrael endeavoured to keep the Ark among 
them, which was the ſign of. Gods preſence. 
Hoſ. 9. 12. Wo to them, when I depart from 
them . If God be gone, then all other bleſſings 
gotoo; peaceand trading will be gone ; Oh 
let u- ſtrive tokeep God among us. Whatis 
the glory of a Nation, but the preſence of 


Godin his Word and Ordinances ? Zach 2.5. + 


T will be the glory in th: mid} of thee. If 
God be once gone , the gliry is departed. It 
God be gone, England will be like anhouſe 
that hath the furniture taken down, and is 
falling to ruine. Iſa. 13. 1. Owles ſball dwell 
there , and Satyrs ſhall dance there. If God 
be gone, Satan will be the next Tenant. 


Lueſt. How ſhall we do to keep God a- Quef, 


moneglt us ? 


Anſw. 1. By Prayer. Fer. 14. g. Weare Anſw, I, 


called by thy Name, leawe ns not, Exrciſe eyes 
of Faith , and knees of Prayer; let us hang 
upon God by holy importunity, and not Jer 


him. 
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A Word of Comfort 
' * new, him go” Luke 24. 29. They conftrained him, 
wxocreIte- ſaying, Abide with ws, for it is towards even- 
; Ro ing. Isnot God upon the threſbold of bis Tem- 
Chry/oftm. ple ready tofly © Are not the ſhadows of the 
| evening liretch'd out ? And may we not fear 
' the Sun-fetting of the Goſpel ? Oh let us by 
humble prayer lie at Chriſts feet, and conſtraim 
him to ftay with us; Prayer makes a iweet 
found inGodsears, and he will not go away 
where there is that mufick. | 

2. By ſetting upon the work of Reforma- 
tion. Jer. 7. 3. Amend your wayes, and your 
doings, There is a prophane party in the 

Land, who drink, and'roar, and declare their 
fin as Sodom; Theſe Sampſons are like to pull 
down-the houſe upon our head 3 inſtead of 
bringing the water of tears to quench Gods 
anger,they adde ole to the flame. The men 
of Lyſtra fceing the miracle wrought by Pauf* 
and Barnabas, cry'd out, The gods are come 
down to ns'in the likeneſs of men, AQ. 14. 
11, But we may now ſay, The Devils are cone 
up tous in the likeneſs of men; Never was 
there ſuch a ſpirit of 'wickedneſs in the Land, 
never were there fiich heaven-daring abomi- 
nations commirted; bat though Ifrae[playtbe 
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Harlot,. yet bet not Tudah offend, Hol. 4. 15, 
Though others are licentious and exorbitant , 
( being carried to hell with wind and eyde ) 
yec let us keep our garments pure , and pre. 
ſervethe Virginity of our Conſcicnces ; let us 
labour to reform our ſelves, and mourn for 
what we cannot reform in others. Let us walk 
aps; , acurately and circumſpeRly,Epb.s.15. 


Let us ſhine forth in a kind of Angelical g 


brightneſs, that we may not only profels the 


Goſpel, but beautifie it. Were we ſuch a. 


Reformed People, we might keep God fill 
m the midſt of us, and as a pledge of his fa« 
yourable prelence, he would entail his Goſpel, 


{| that Crowning Bleſſing, both upon.us,and our 


Poſterity. 


2uefi. But is not the Decree palt ? Are Quep. 


there any hopes that God will be till 3x tbe 


: . midſt of England? 


Anſw. There is bope as Iſrael concerning Anſw, 


this. I would encourage Gods people, and 

ſpeak ſomething that might be as the Cork to 

the Net, to keep theic hearts from ſinking. 

| Iconfeſs, when I look upon the dark fideof 

the cloud, it fills me with trembling andaſto- 

niſhment 3, the fins and diviſions of the Natis 
Jad 
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onare gray hairs upon us3 it 15 ominous, when 
the joints of the ſame body begin to ſmite, 
But though we have many Symptomes of - a 
dying Patient, yetthere areſix feeds of hope 
tefr, that God will ſtill abide in the midſt of 
E. nelond. 

1. That there is a generation of righteous 
perſons in the Nation ; God would bave fpa- 
red Sodom , it there had been ten righteous 
perſons in it ; itis to be hoped there are ma- 
ny tens 1n England ; Ila 65. 8. As new wine 
js found in tbe cluſter, and one ſaith, Deſtroy it 
not, for a bleſſing js in it. Though the Vinein 
England is ſo blaſted, that the Lord might cut 
it down, yet there are ſome good Cluſters, 
and for theſe God may {pare the Vine,and ſay, 

. Is there not atleſſmginit ® Were the godly, 
( whoare the Charets and Horſemen in Iſrael ') 
removed, the Lord would make quick work 
with the Nation; he would deſtroy the weeds, 
were it not for the Corn. The Ship of Church 
and State would ſoon be drowned,if the Eledt 
werenotinit. The Saints ſtay Gods' hand 
when he is going toſtrike. Gen. 19.22. Haſte 
thee (to Zoar) for I cannot do any thing till thou 
by come thithar. -The Saints are the excellent.of 
the 
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for the Church of 'God. 
the eartb, Plal, 16, 3. Precious and bimonrable, 
Ifa.4 5:4- and for their ſakes God may yerbe 
entreated to be propitious tous. _ | 

2. Another ſced of hope is, that the Lord 
keeps,up a ſpirit of prayer among his people. 
The Spartans Walls were their Speats. The 
Wall, ant Bulwark of a Nation, 1s Prayer; as 
there are crying fins in the Land, ſo thereare 
crying prayers, Whole Volkies of fight and _ . 
groansare daily fent upto heaven *:- When "ONE As. 
the Lord intends to pour out the Vial of his MG Ike | 
indignation, he ſtops all theſluces of prayer, 2fenend, 
Fer.7.16. Pray not for this people. .God hath not | 
ſaid ſoyet; Prayer is a powerful Orator for 
mercy, it comes, as it were, with Letters of 
mandamus to heaven. Tſa.45. n. Concerning 
the works of - my hands command ye: me. | 


to 


r= Et Dominum mundi fleSere vota ſolent”--== + pra, 


Prayer ſtaves off wrath froma Land. Exod. - 

$3.10, Let me alone, that wty wrath may wax 

hot againſt them." Why , what did Moſes ? he 

only pray'd. - Prayerovercomes the Almigh- 

ty* ; itfinds God free, but leayes him bound, * Facade 
| This gives ſome crevis of hope, that God will ©” 

© IG - - 
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not whally'\lcave us there are thoſe that cr) cry 
day and night, Spore; thy peaple; O Lord, and 
ive not thy beritage to reproach. - When Prayer 
Teads the Vah, Deliverance brings up the Rear. 
Pſal.10 17, Than with prepare their beart , thou 
- wilt cauſe thine earto bears; 

23> Another {ted of hope is, the tender re- 
na God hath to his own glory: This was | 


4; "—pB- right Toſh. 7. 9. What wilt. 


+: thow 'do uete 3by great Name ? If the People | 


_ God ſhould beextin&, and: the cauſe of 
Relawe jon, trampled under foot , | this would | 
reflect upon _—_ y.of Gad, 2nd bis Name 
would ſuffer. |: The wicked ſeldom prevail, | 
biit they blafpheme ,- they ſay, Where is Jour 
Gad.?,- Plalm 42419. Now, Gods glory is 
dear to him Wt is.the moſt orient Pearl at his, 


Crown; hewill ſtand upon his honour; while 


....,  , he conſults. his peoples {afery,: he promotes 


his own glory. Pſal.106.8, Nevertbeleſs be ſa- 
weduhentfor bis Name ſoke-::. 

1. S00thgr {eedot hapei is; chebleſſed in- 
tercelhog of, Chriſt 5.;The Lord: \eſus hean | — 
thenames of his peeple: ypoit his breaſt , 

- kts themas:3 golden! Signet upon his: Ano 
' a a a Han toon, ) 
391 vel. 
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The Chunk if God 


vel. 8. 4. The fmngh, of inceufe aſcended up rn 

fore God int of the Angels band. ' Fhoughou 

ſins go up to keay@, as'tbe: ſmoak of a fire 
nace, yet Chriſts prayers go up as' the ſmoak 


of incenſe. Chriſts interceſſion 1s orious, 
his blood will never leave cryi the blood 
of his encmies be ſhed; _ 
5. A fifth ſeed of hope is, the mercy of 5. 
God. Iſa. 62-9. In bis love, pure bis pity 
he redeemed them. God ii the Father of mers. 
cies, 2 Cor. t. 3. Mercy doth naturally if 
| fue from him. He ts rich in mercy, Epheſc 2.4. 
| He delighteth in mercy , Mic, 7.18. Juſtice is 
+ Gods ftronge work, Ia, 28. 21. Mercy is his _ 
proper work : Why may not Metey give the 
calting-voice ? Andthat which may make us 
hopein this mercy is, 2%. The mercy of God | 
is free, Hoſ. r4..4« i} will love i freely, 
Mercy ſends out its pardons rowhom.ic Willpyhoene = 
Mercy doth not go by aeſert, bur by Preraga- rye vie 
tive , I will love them freely. -2*. The morgan Toa, | 
cy of Godis healing; | Hoſ.104, 4.1 Twi: brats.” the 
their back-ſlidings. » Mercy: can heal theoimpjixt. = 
purity and tubbornneſs'of-aPeople; Mereyi® Pryſoſt 
canas well ie repentance,as chliminecben, wy 
Fc can deftroy-thelins of _ Nation, — 
| c 
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the Nation. It can burn up the Chaff, and 
ſave the Corn. T will heal-their back-ſlidings: 
Mercy can ſtop the bloody%ſſue of ſin, and ſo 
make way for the iſſues from death, Plal. 68. 
20;. Pliny ſaith, the water-courſes of Rowe 
are the worfs wonder ; but behold here a 
Sacred Water-courle of Gods mercy , this is 
a ſweet wonder ; Mercy can overcome a finful 
people, it can ſave a Nation in its ClimaCte- 
ricalyear; Weread that the fire of the Lord 
fell,” and licked up the 'water, 1 Kings i8. 38. 
Thus the fire of Gods mercy can lick up;, and | 
devour the water of our fins, 

.. 6. Thelaſt ſeed of hope for England, is; 
Thar there have been many fins committed irs 
the Nation, which are not the fins of the Na- 
tion; ſome have perjured themſelves , bur all 
havenot; A ſoberand conſiderable party in 
the Land: (howevertraduced ) have centred 
their diſſent, and openly proteſted againſt the 
ſcandalous aCtings of- others ; ſo that it is to 
behoped, the Lord will not impute the fin of 


_-*  ſomero the whole. There area certainnum- 


. ber that faid as David, 1 Sam.26. 11. Godfor- 
bid that 1 ſhoyld ſtretch forth my hand againſs 
the Lords anointed.” They looked: upon it as 
203. & 7 | | _ 
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ia8pious and irrational , to go to cut off the 
HE AD, topreſerve the body. Thus Lhaye' 
ſhowed you a Rain-bow inthe cloud, andygis 
ven you ſome probable grounds of hope, That 
the Lord will-{till be.in the midſt of England, 
Which I intend as a preſervative. againſt de- 
ſpondency, not as fuel for ſecurity,” 


Ouefi, But how is it poſſible there ſhould Quef, 


be*:any good towards us ? That the ſins.in 
which the Nation hath been ſo ſteeped, and 
parboil'd, ſhould beforgiven? that our divi- 
fons and animoſities ſhould be healed, Gods 
Ordinances refined , and the Lord continue- 
his gracious preſence in the midlt of. us 2 


Anſw, 1 fay with our bleſſed Saviour, Luke 4»fw, 


18. 27. The things which are unpoſſible with 


 men,are poſſuble with God, What cannot that 


God do, that can create * God can bring a» 
bout thoſe things , which in the eye of ſence 
arenot feaſible» That lron ſhould ſwim;that 
the Rock ſhould be a-Spring, is in nature ims+ 
poſſible , but God hath brought this. to paſs 
Cannot God untye thoſeknots which do. a» 


muſe and puzzle-us?. Zach. 8. 6, If it be 


marvellous in the eyes of 


people , ſbonld it alſo be mar vellows iowincex0 
JOAN. | ; ſai 


the revnant of this 
 _ 


w Word EY 
ſanb the Lord of hoſts. | Candifliculties rok 
the Almighty ? Fer. 32. 13. 1s there any thing 
foo hard for me ? Did not he make the dry bones 
live ? Exh, 37.7,8. God can bring liobt out of 
. darkneſs”, harmony out of confuſion; he 
can domore than we can think”, elſe he ſhould 
not beGod. Howaptare Gods own people 
to be diſcouraged with ſeeming impoſlibilities? 
Moſes who was one of the brigheſt Stars that 
ever ſhined in the'Churches Orb, yet ready 
to heſitate \, /and fink at ſeeming inpoſ ibilt- 
ties, Numb. 11.21. The people amongſt whom I 
; am, are fix hundred thonfand footmen , and thou 
 boſt ſaid,” Fill givethem fleſh that they may eat 
«0 S </t month; ſhall the flocks ndthe beards be 


Plait for them to ſuffice thtm 2 or ſhall all the fe 


of the' Sea be gathered together-for them to fu 
them * As if Moſes had ſaidin plam Engliſh, 
he did not ſee how ſuch a: numerous people 
tonld be fed fora month.. 'God gives him a 
kind of check for his infidelity, vevſ. 29: lthe 
| Lords band witved ſhore 2 Dol faid mouths and 
hot meat ? '" Cannot I make provifion for my 
 honſh6ld # Is the Lords bind waxed ſbort? That 
God who' brought Iſaac'ont: of a dead\wowb; 
andrhe _ out of'a* "uu womb , what 
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be iy he Grave, and have a | Tomblion laid Chry/efor 7 
upon her, he ng in an inſ{tant cauſea glorious. 


p tereGion. Therefore let us,not be out of 
2 Þeart, but {till reſt on the arm of Gods power 
3 * 2nd Soveraignty,remembring there are no de- 
« ſpgate Caſes with God. | | 
To conclude all , the Lord may let his 
4 Church be a while under hatches,to puniſh her -. 
7 ſecurity,and awaken her out of her (lumbering - 
- | fits, .yet, ſurely che ſtorm will not je. 
F hong ; The Church ſhall not dye in travel, but” + 
: God will manifeſt that he is in the midſt of Zi-: 
on,and after his Church hath ſuffered a whilez © + 3 
: (as ker head,Chriſt hath done ) he will cauſe br = 


th orni ſtay of her Salvation to mba 2058 ; | 
and < (hall; come out of all her troubles, * Rakes 
the wings of a Dove covered with filver, 
. ber fraber with yellow gold. 
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